
  

INTRODUCTION 

The Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) was 

established as a parastatal under the Federal Ministry of 

Education by Act 12 of 1995 (CAP L.13 FLN, 2004).  It was 

inaugurated in October 2009 with the appointment of its 

pioneer Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie. 

MANDATE                                                                                                                      

In fulfillment of Act 12 of 1995 (CAP L.13 FLN, 2004) establishing 

the Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria, the Council is 

charge with the responsibilities of: 

i. Determining who are Librarians; 

 

ii. Determining what standards of knowledge and skill are to be 

attained by persons seeking to become registered as 

librarians, and reviewing those standards from time to time; 

 

iii. Securing the establishment and maintenance of a register of 

persons entitled to practice the profession and the 

publication, from time to time, of such lists of persons; 

 

iv. Maintaining discipline within the profession; 

 

 
v. Performing such other functions as may be conferred upon 

the Council by this Act.  
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REGISTRATION OF LIBRARIANS 

4th INDUCTION  

The fourth induction for Certified Librarians in Nigeria took 

place on the 4th of June, 2013 at the National Universities 

Commission’s Auditorium, Abuja. The occasion was adjudged to 

be successful and had over 1,500 persons in attendance.  
 

  
     The Registrar presenting the welcome address                 The Member of Education, Prof Ruqqayyatu 
                                                                                                        Ahmed Rufa’I giving her speech 

 

Dignitaries from various sectors of the economy attended the 

ceremony. Notable among them are the Honourable  Minister 

of Education, Prof. Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa’i, Chairman House 

Committee on Education, Honourable Aminu Suleiman, Keynote 

Address speaker, Mrs. Amaka Igwe, Director/CEO of National 

Library of Nigeria, Alhaji H. A. Jato, Deputy Executive Secretary, 

NUC, Mr. Akinbode Agbaoye, University Librarian, University of 

Abuja, Prof. Ekoja I. I., President, Nigerian Library Association, 

Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalami. 
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   Dignitaries at the high table observing        Inductees taking Oath of Allegiance 
   The National Anthem 
 

A total of six hundred and three (603) certified Librarians were 

inducted after taking oath of allegiance which was 

administered by the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie 

and subsequently admitted into the body of the profession by 

the Honourable Minister of Education, Prof. Ruqayyatu Ahmed 

Rufa’i. Dr. Maryam Bello Saliu responded on behalf of the 

inductees, expressing joy and happiness for being welcomed 

into the body of Certified Librarians and promised to abide by 

the ethics of the profession while discharging their duties. 

INTERNATIONAL LINKAGES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

79TH IFLA CONFERENCE, SINGAPORE 2013 

LRCN was at the 79th International Federation of Library 

Associations’ and Institutions (IFLA) Conference held from 17th – 

23rd August, 2013 at Suntec City, Singapore.  The conference 

with the theme “Future Libraries: Infinite Possibilities”, attracted 
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over 3,500 participants from 120 countries across the globe. 

About forty (40) librarians from Nigeria attended the 

conference. The conference was organized into 224 congress 

sessions, 130 poster sessions, meetings and exhibitions. 

  
      Dr. Victoria Okojie Registrar addressing general                   Participants at African session meeting 
      Congress  
 

At the poster session, IFLA African section presented its poster, 

which was highly commended by participants that visited the 

stand. The conference attracted over 60 exhibitors all over the 

globe.  

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie co-author a paper with Mr. 

Oladele Omotoso, Director, Professional Services Department 

titled “Education and training of information professional: the 

collaborative roles of the Librarians’ Registration Council of 

Nigeria (LRCN).  
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     Participants at the closing session of the              Director, Dele Omotoso,  Registrar/CEO, Dr.  
      Conference.                                                                Victoria Okojie & other participant 
 

The Conference witnessed the re-election of the Registrar/CEO, 

Dr. Victoria Okojie, as the Chair of IFLA Africa section. 

The council was represented at the Conference by Dr. Victoria 

Okojie – Registrar/CEO, Mr. Dele Omotoso – Director (PSD), Alh. 

Ja’afaru A. Wase - Deputy Director (PSD).  

LRCN & EMERALD WORKSHOP ON ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING 

LRCN and Emerald Group Publishing UK held a workshop for 

librarians and information managers on electronic publishing in 

Abuja. The workshop was held on Wednesday, 6th February, 2013 

at the National Universities Commission (NUC) Virtual Library. 

Distinguished guests at the occasion were the standing 

committee members of IFLA (International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions) Africa Section comprising the 

Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie who is also the 

Chairperson of Africa section and Dr. Buhle Mbambo-Thata - 

representative of IFLA President, member IFLA Governing Board 
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as well as the University Librarian of University of South Africa 

(UNISA). 

The Registrar/CEO gave the opening speech, in which she 

commended all for attending the workshop as it showed a 

quest for knowledge and desire to attain professionalism. 

Comments were also made by some of the standing committee 

members of IFLA. 

 
                                                                    

  
    Participants at the Workshop                                          Dr. Victoria Okojie (4th from right) in a group  
                                                                                                 photograph with IFLA Officials & the young librarians 

 

LRCN/IFLA CAREER TALK WITH YOUNG LIBRARIANS 
 
A career talk with seasoned and experienced Senior Librarians 

from Africa was organized by International Federation of 

Mrs. Rejaene Van Dyke of Emerald Group making presentation Dr. Victoria Okojie making opening remarks at the workshop                                                                       
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Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) Africa Section and 

coordinated by Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) 

for young Library and Information Science (LIS) professionals in 

Nigeria. The career talk was held on Thursday, February 7th, 2013 

at Best Western Pius Ajuji Hotel Apo, Abuja. 

In her opening address, the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria 

Okojie explained the rationale behind the talk as to enlighten 

and encourage young LIS professionals on the abundant career 

opportunities that are available in the field of librarianship. 

While speaking on the profiles of the Senior Librarians from 

Africa in attendance, she expressed her gratitude for their 

immense contributions to the profession which has given Africa 

an opportunity of becoming the next leader of IFLA. She 

presented one of the talk-givers, Dr. Buhle Mbambo-Thata, 

Member IFLA Governing Board and University Librarian, 

University of South Africa (UNISA) as the African aspirant for the 

next presidential election of IFLA. 

 

     
 Dr. Victoria Okojie making opening remarks at                    Dr. Buhle Mbambo-Thata speaking to the young  
 the neeing                                                                                 librarians 
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Dr. H. Asamoah-Hassan speaking to the young librarians   Dr. Victoria Okojie (3rd from left) in a group photograph 

with  IFLA Officials and the young librarians 
 

Dr. Mbambo-Thata took participants round her personal 

experience in LIS profession and the chronology of IFLA. She 

articulated that IFLA is an international non-governmental 

organization that represents and speaks on behalf of all types 

of libraries and librarians across the globe. The body has its 

Headquarters in The Hague, Netherlands with over 4 million 

members from 151 member countries and has been in 

existence since 1927. 

 

GLOBAL FORUM FOR PARTNERSHIPS ON MEDIA AND 
INFORMATION LITERACY  
 

Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) was among 

organizations in the world that was invited to the International 

Conference organized by United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) tagged “Global Forum or 

Partnerships on MIL, Incorporating the International Conference 

on Media and Information Literacy (MIL) and Intercultural 

Dialogue”. The conference was held from 26- 28th June, 2013 in 
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Nicon Luxury Hotel, Abuja. The conference centered on media 

and information literacy.  More than twenty papers were 

presented at the conference. 

          
  3rd from left, Dr. Victoria Okojie Registrar/CEO       Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie in group picture 
  and other resources person                                     with participants                                                                                  
 

Participants and resource persons were drawn from all parts of 

the world. Dr. Victoria Okojie, Registrar/CEO was one of the 

Resource Persons. She presented her paper tagged “New types 

of Libraries for Young People” on Friday 28th June, 2013. Among 

all the papers presented, her paper met wide ovation from 

participants. Dr. Justina Ogbonna (Chief Librarian) represented 

the Registrar at the parallel session for the review of Draft MIL 

Policy and Strategic Guidelines.  
    

The FCT Minister, Senator Bala Muhammed organized dinner for 

the   Participants. The conference was concluded with debates 

on outcomes of Global Alliance for Partnerships on MIL, MIL 

Indicators review session and review of Draft MIL Policy and 

Strategy Guidelines. 
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 Cross section of Participants at Conference              LRCN book Exhibition at the Conference  
 

   

Librarians Registrations’ Council of Nigeria was represented by 

Dr. Victoria Okojie, Registrar/CEO, Dr. Justina Ogbonna and Miss 

Chinememma Umeh.  LRCN was among the few exhibitors at the 

conference. The stand was manned by Mr. Hakeem 

Abdulkareem and Miss Chinyere Ike.  

 

NAMIBIA LIBRARY SYMPOSIUM, WINDHOEK 

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie made a presentation 

on “The LRCN: A Model of Library and Information Service 

Delivery” at the Namibia Library Symposium in Windhoek from 

7th – 9th October, 2013. A lot of interest was generated on the 

various initiatives of the LRCN and it was recommended in the 

communiqué as a good model that should be developed by 

other countries. 
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BILL and MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Global Libraries Program had 

concluded arrangements for Library projects in Africa. LRCN 

Registrar/CEO who is also an Advisory Board member of the 

foundation participated in developing the Gates Foundation 

“Africa Engagement Plan: 2014 – 2019”. Discussions are on-going 

to decide which projects will be sited in Nigeria.  

 

IREX LIBRARY SUPPORT 

LRCN was represented by Registrar/CEO, Dr Victoria Okojie at the 

Commonwealth of Telecommunications Organization (CTO) 

conference held from 7th – 10th October, 2013 in Abuja. As a 

result of the conference, an International Non-Governmental 

Organization, International Research and Exchange (IREX), is 

interested in intervening on issues in library sector in Nigeria by 

provision of computers and other ICTs materials.  IREX has also 

indicated willingness to train librarians on how libraries can 

support national development. Year 2014 is the targeted for a 

start.  

MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PARLEY LRCN   

The Medical Library Association of Nigeria paid a courtesy visit 

to LRCN on 10th September, 2013. The association was led by its 

Chairperson, Princess Uju Nwafor-Orizu. The association was in 

the Council to implore its support towards forthcoming Annual 
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General Meeting. The Chairperson further stressed that their 

members being custodians of health information to improve 

health of Nigerians, there was need for effective dissemination 

of health information to health professionals and the masses in  

 

                
      Group photograph of dignitaries                             Dignitaries at high table at the conference 

general. The delegation also used the opportunity to 

congratulate LRCN Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie on her re-

election as the Chair of the Africa Section of International 

Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA). 

Reacting to the visitors, Dr. Okojie, reassured the Council’s 

support to any capacity building efforts of Librarians as it is one 

of their core mandates. She continued that Medical Libraries are 

key aspect of the library profession as they provide latest 

information on health sector essentially, research products to 

make a difference between life and death.       
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STATUTORY MEETINGS OF FME 

JCCE PLENARY MEETING, BAUCHI 

The 74th Plenary Meeting of the Joint Consultative Committee on 

Education (JCCE) was held at Zaranda Hotel, Bauchi from Monday 

the 18th to Friday the 22ndof February, 2013. The meeting was 

presided over by the Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of 

Education, Dr. MacJohn Nwaobiala, who was represented by the 

Director, Federal Inspectorate Services (FIS), FME, Abuja, Dr. E. G. 

Kutara. The theme of the meeting was strengthening the 

Institutional Management of Education for Quality Service 

Delivery. 

The meeting was officially declared open by His Excellency, the 

Executive Governor of Bauchi State, Mallam (Dr.) Isa Yuguda, 

MON, FNIM, (MatawallenBauchi) who was represented by the 

Honourable Commissioner for Information, Engineer 

Muhammad Damina Dass. 

    
Noram B Amako (CL) at the JCCE Plenary Meeting Session     A cross section of participants at the plenary session 
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In attendance were officials from the Federal and State 

Ministries of Education and their Parastatals, Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT), National Planning Commission.  Other 

delegations included the Armed Forces Education Corps, 

Institutes of Education, Universities, Colleges of Education, 

Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT), National Association of 

Proprietors of Private Schools (NAPPS), All Nigeria Confederation 

of Principals of Secondary Schools (ANCOPSS), Association of 

Primary School Head-teachers of Nigeria (AOPSHON), National 

Parent-Teacher Association of Nigeria (NAPTAN), Science 

Teachers Association of Nigeria (STAN), United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID), Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) and the Press. LRCN was ably represented 

at the meeting by Mrs. Noram Amako (Chief Librarian) 

 

59TH NATIONAL COUNCIL ON EDUCATION  

The 59th session of the National Council on Education was held at 

the International Conference Centre, Abuja from 24th – 28th 

June, 2013.  The theme of the conference was “Strengthening 

the Institutional Management of Education for Quality Service 

Delivery”. 

The Honourable Minister of State for Education, Chief (Barr.), 

Ezenwo Nyesom Wike, in his welcome address, commended the 
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States, FCT and other Stakeholders for attending the meeting. 

He remarked that the turnout was an indication of 

commitment to address the challenges in the education sector 

and towards a consensus building in policy development and 

implementation. 

   
 The Minister presenting her keynote address         Hon. Minister of Educ., Prof. Ruqayyatu A. Rufa’i &        
                                                                                         Min. Of State for Education Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo    
                                                                                         Nyesom Wike 
 
 

He informed delegates that FME has commenced the process of 

addressing the challenges of Institutional Management through 

Needs Assessment and Impact Assessment conducted in the 

Unity Colleges and public Universities, respectively in 2012. 

 
He therefore, urged all the States and FCT to pay attention to 

Institutional Management in their respective Institutions in 

order to advance the education sector.  

 
In her keynote address, the Honourable Minister of Education, 

Professor (Mrs.) Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa’i, OON, welcomed 

delegates to the meeting and apologized for the change of 
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venue from Port-Harcourt to Abuja. The Minister commended 

Kogi and Bauchi States for successfully hosting the 2012 JCCE, 

Reference Committee and 74th JCCE Plenary meetings 

respectively.   
                       

She also appreciated the contribution of FCT in co-hosting the 

58th and 59th NCE meetings with FME, at very short notices. 

The Minister dwelt on the following developments to improve 

the sector: Access and Equity, Teacher Development and 

Motivation, Technical and Vocational Education and Training 

(TVET), Development and Deployment of ICT in education, 

School Census, Public-Private Partnership (PPP), Adult and Non-

Formal Education.  She charged the Commissioners, Officials and 

other stakeholders to ensure the implementation of NCE 

decisions nationwide. A communiqué was issued after the 

session.  

 

       
  The LRCN Registrar/CEO Dr. Victoria Okojie &                       Cross section of participants  
   Director, NLN, Mallam Jato      
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The Director Tertiary Education Department, Hajia Hindatu Umar 

Abdullahi in her vote thanks, appreciated and thanks the 

Almighty God for the gift of life, sound health, wisdom and 

grace given to everyone present. She also acknowledged all 

stakeholders for their commitment towards the improvement 

of education in Nigeria and for a successful deliberation. She 

finally prayed for participants’ journey mercies back to their 

various destinations.  

 
   

LRCN management team in attendance were; Dr. Victoria Okojie 

Registrar/CEO of the Council, Mr. Dele Omotoso Director (PSD) 

and Alh. Ja’afaru A. Wase Deputy Director (PSD).        

               
                                       LRCN management team at the 59th Meeting 

 

MID-YEAR IMPLEMENTATION REPORT OF THE 4-YEAR STRATEGIC 
PLAN 
 
A three day workshop on mid-year implantation report of the 4-

year strategic plan was held on August 12th-14th, 2013 at the 

National Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE), Abuja.   
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In attendance were the Hon. Minister of Education, Prof. 

Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa’i; Permanent Secretary, FME, Dr. 

MacJohn Nwaobiala; Directors at FME, Representatives of various 

agencies in the Ministry, Consulting firms and Gentlemen of the 

press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
    Hon. Minister briefing the participants                   Dr. Justina Ogbonna  & Mr. Ayuba A. Garba        
                                                                                          at the workshop 
 

The Hon. Minister articulated the goals and objectives of the six 

focal areas for the development of education in Nigeria and 

also explained that agencies of the Ministry responsible for each 

focal area have been drawn to be actively involved in planning 

and implementation of these goals. The Minister further made 

it known that the aim of this plan is to provide access to 

qualitative education for all Nigerian children irrespective of 

their status. 
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2ND NATIONAL EDUCATION INNOVATION EXHIBITION 

The LRCN was present at the 2nd National Education Innovations 

Exhibition, held at the Old Parade Ground Area 10, Garki, Abuja, 

between 11th and 12th of November, 2013. The exhibition was 

organized by the Federal Ministry of Education (FME) in 

collaboration with the Federal Ministries of Communication 

Technology, Science & Technology as well as Industries, Trade & 

Investment. 

The aim of the exhibition was to create awareness on 

innovations, talents and information resources emanating from 

the Federal Ministry of Education and its various agencies as 

well as parastatals. It was an opportunity to assess and give 

account of the immense investment that is being made in the 

education sector. The exhibition was also a platform to woo 

potential investors and sponsors to champion the course of 

these creative ideas.  

     
The Hon. Minister of Education, Chief (Barr)        LRCN Staff, I. Q. Inazu (Principal Libn) & S.Z, Ibrahim 
Nyesom Wike, Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria &   (Libn II) at the exhibition 
 Dir. PSD, LRCN, Mr. Dele Omotoso at LRCN stand.  
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The exhibition was opened on Monday, 11th November, 2013 by 

the supervising Minister of the Federal Ministry of Education, 

Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo Nyesom Wike. After the opening, he took a 

tour of the over eighty-six exhibition stands to see the items 

and resources displayed by the different establishments and 

organizations. 

Publications and resources displayed at LRCN stand include: List 

of Certified Librarians in Nigeria, 2013, Statistical Digest of 

Libraries and Librarians in Nigeria, Librarians Code of Conduct 

Ethics, School Library Manual, LRCN Newsletter, LRCN Bulletin, 

LRCN Workshop Compendium, LRCN Act, etc. 

2ND NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ICT IN EDUCATION 2013  

Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) attended the 

second National Conference on ICT in Education organized by 

Federal Ministry of Education in partnership with British 

Council, Microsoft, Huawei Technologies, TetFund, National 

Universities Commission and CPN was held from 19th – 20th 

November, 2013 at the National Universities Commission (NUC) 

Auditorium, Maitama, Abuja. The theme of this year’s 

conference was “Technology-driven Education: Trends, 

Challenges and Opportunities”. The main objective of the 

conference was to map out strategies for effective 

implementation of ICT in education at all levels. 
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The two days conference witnessed over three hundred 

participants among whom were the Supervising Minister, 

Federal Ministry of Education, Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo Nyeson Wike 

represented by Mr. H. Ikigbe, Permanent Secretary, FME Dr. 

MacJohn Nwaobiala represented by Mrs. Abudullahi. Also in 

attendance were Principals, Federal Unity colleges, MDAs, 

Tertiary Institutions, University students who came to showcase 

ICT projects. 

     
    Cross section of participants                                           Cross section of participants 
           

A total of eight papers were presented for the two days with 

break-out sessions. The presenters delivered their papers with 

personal experiences which made their papers rich and relevant 

to the participants. 

  

Highlight of the conference was the presentation of ICT 

projects by University students. They had already done the 

competition prior to the conference. The competition was 

organized by Microsoft with a bid of encouraging students to 
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develop solution for ICT application in teaching and learning in 

Nigeria. Three groups emerged as winners and awards were 

given to them at the end of the conference. The Council was 

represented by Ms Justina Ogbonna, Chief Librarian. 

.  
STANDARD AND SERVICE ENHANCEMENT 
 
NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON PROPOSAL WRITING, ENUGU 

Libraries and information centres across the world particularly 

developing countries had experienced consistent reduction in 

funding from their parent organizations even before the 

current global economic meltdown. This is partly due to the 

poor knowledge of the impact of library and information to the 

development of the society. This problem has also been 

attributed to the inability of libraries to justify the investment 

of their parent organizations on them. In view of the dwindling 

funding to libraries in Nigeria, it became imperative to source 

for fund from donor organizations across the world.  
 

    
 
      Dr. Victoria Okojie making opening remarks                   Participants at the workshop 
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     Group photograph of the participants                                      Dr. Linus Ikpaahindi making a presentation                                                                                   
 

The necessity of acquiring adequate and relevant knowledge 

and skills in reports and grant proposal writing to enhance the 

justification of library services and raising of fund for the 

advancement of the course of librarianship in Nigeria led to the 

organization of this National Workshop on “Proposal Writing, 

Grant Seeking and Fund Raising” which took place at Modotels, 

Enugu, Enugu State between 18th and 22nd March, 2013. 

 
The aim of the training was to enhance the knowledge and skills 

of library and information managers in Nigeria on reports and 

grant proposal writing so that libraries in Nigeria will be able to 

raise funds from donor agencies and improve the quality of 

library services in the country. 

 
Notable among the dignitaries in attendance were the 

Honorable Commissioner of Education, Enugu State, Dr. Simon 

Uchenna Otuanya (Special Guest), the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. 

Victoria Okojie, the University Librarian of the Federal University 

of Agriculture Makurdi, Benue State, Dr. Akobundu D. Ugah and 
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the Chairman NLA, Enugu State Chapter Mr. Innocent Eze. Six 

papers on Proposal Writing, Grant Seeking and Fund Raising 

were delivered with practical sessions and discussions. A total of 

75 participants who are library managers attended the 

workshop from different parts of the country.  

 
E-LIBRARY WORKSHOP, UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN, IBADAN 

The Council having realized the changes in information and 

library services as a result of emergence of ICT and change in 

user behaviour deemed it necessary to ensure that librarians 

update and equip themselves with the latest ICT trends to 

enable them improve on information access via e-library 

application. In view of these challenges, LRCN organized the 

second phase of the E-Library workshop for library and 

information workers which took place at Kenneth Dike Library, 

University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Oyo State between 12th and 17th 

May, 2013.  

     

       The Registrar/CEO Dr. Victoria Okojie                         Oyo State Director of Library Board making Opening 
        delivering the welcome address                                   Remarks 
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The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie in her welcome 

address reiterated the commitment of LRCN to capacity 

building for Library and Information Managers in order to 

promote quality service delivery in Nigeria. She said that the 

repetition of the workshop is necessitated by the quest from 

librarians, information managers and other stakeholders. Dr. 

Okojie informed the participants that LRCN has instituted 

“Librarians Forum” to provide a veritable platform for librarians 

to brainstorm on topical issues that affect library and 

information science sector and the country as a whole and 

provide workable strategies on how to address them. She 

further stated that LRCN is working with the National 

Universities Commission (NUC) to review library science curricula 

in Nigeria library schools so as to equip up-coming librarians 

with requisite skills that can give them a competitive edge.                                                                 

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie led the participants on a 

visit to one of Nigeria’s famous Bookshops, the Booksellers Ltd. 

Notable among the dignitaries in attendance at the workshop 

were the Honourable Commissioner of Education, Oyo State, 

represented by the Acting State Librarian, Mr. Moses Adigun, UI 

University Librarian, represented by his deputy Dr. (Mrs.) 

Georgina Ekpeyong. The former State Librarian, Oyo State 

Library Board, Mr. Bayo Oyegede and Prof. David Elaturoti who 

was the Chairman of the occasion.  
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Mr. Sam  Eyitayo, one of the Resource Persons in  a section                Cross-section of participants 

                                     

ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN LIBRARIANSHIP WORKSHOP, NASARAWA 

 
A five-day workshop on Entrepreneurship in Librarianship was 

held from 29th July to 2nd August, 2013 at Elim Top Suites, 

Kuchikau, Nasarawa State. The aim is to train Librarians and 

Information Professionals to be information entrepreneurs, by 

equipping them with principles, skills and knowledge to 

facilitate innovativeness and wealth creation.  A total of 36 

participants attended the workshop. 

  
   Opening Remarks by the Registrar/CEO,                  Group picture of participants at workshop 
   Dr. Victoria Okojie                                                                                                                                                                                        
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FREE AND OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE, UNN, NSUKKA 

Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria in collaboration with 

the National Information Technology Development Agency 

(NITDA), in November 2012, held the first edition of this 

workshop in Calabar, Cross River State. This second edition was 

borne out of the need to consolidate on the success story so far 

recorded.  

   
  Welcome address by Registrar/CEO Dr.Victoria  Okojie                 Group photograph of participants and Dignitaries  

It is against this backdrop that the Council organized the 

workshop “Application of Free and Open Source Software in 

Library Operations” at University of Nigeria Nsukka (UNN) from 

22nd – 27th September, 2013.  

  
      Participants in practical session at the workshop    Participants in a practical session at the workshop  
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The workshop was declared opened on the 24th September, 

2013 by the Hon. Commissioner for Education, Enugu State, 

Prof. Chris Okoro. Other dignitaries at the occasion include the 

Vice Chancellor of UNN, Prof. Barth Okolo, NITDA, Director-

General, represented by Mr Emeka Ezekwesili, University 

Librarian, Prof. Charles Omekwu, Chairman NLA, Enugu State 

Chapter, Mr. Innocent Eze and the staff of the University.  Over 

70 Librarians and Information managers from all over the 

Country participated in the workshop.   

NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON OPEN ACCESS, KOGI STATE 
POLYTECHNIC, LOKOJA 
 
A national workshop intended for librarians, information 

scientists, information managers, archivist, documentalists, etc. 

was held at the Kogi State Polytechnic, Lokoja, from Monday 4th 

– Friday, 8th November, 2013.  A total of 57 participants 

attended the workshop. The theme of the workshop was “Open 

Access Workshop for Library and Information Managers”. The 

objective of the workshop is to equip professionals with 

requisite skills that will enable them apply Open Access 

initiatives in libraries. The opening ceremony was attended by 

Honourable Commissioner for Education Kogi State, Mrs. Grace 

Yomi, Prof. Mathew Ajibero, Rector, Kogi State Polytechnic, Dr. 

Victoria Okojie, Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Chief Joe Osadume, Provost 
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Kogi State College of Education (Technical), Kabba, Principal 

Officers Kogi State Polytechnic and other dignitaries.  

    
Hon. Commissioner of Educ., Kogi State making        Dr. Victoria Okojie, Registrar/CEO, LRCN delivering 
her Speech at the Workshop                                          her Opening Remarks at the Workshop 

 

The participants adjudge the workshop to be successful and 

timely.  

 

                                                                            
Resource Person, Delivering his per at the W/shop            Group of Participants at the Workshop 

LRCN ATTENDS 51ST NLA CONFERENCE  

Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria joined other LIS 

professionals in Calabar, Cross River State to participate in the 

51st NLA National Conference/AGM which was held from 9th – 14th 
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June, 2013 at the Cultural Centre, Calabar, Cross River State. The 

theme of the conference was “Future Nigerian Libraries: Infinite 

Possibilities”. The President, Nigerian Library Association, Alh. 

Rilwanu Abdulsalami in his welcome address said this year’s 

theme is in tandem with the present situation of Library and 

Information Science profession in Nigeria. He called on the 

participants to join hands in repositioning the sector having in 

mind the possibilities that abound. The Registrar/CEO, Dr 

Victoria Okojie in her goodwill message intimated the 

participants on the activities, programmes and achievements of 

the Council especially the recent 4th induction ceremony that 

took place on 4th June, 2013. She thanked all for their 

contributions towards the growth of the Council and wished 

the participants fruitful deliberations.    

                 
Opening prayer at the conference                              Registrar/CEO Dr. Victoria Okojie giving  

         goodwill message     

     
The highlight of the conference was the opening ceremony 

which took place on 11th of June 2013. In attended at the 
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opening ceremony were the Governor of Cross River State, 

Senator Liyel Imoke, the Governor of Akwa Ibom State, Chief 

(Dr.) Godswill Akpabio and Sir Emeka Offor who were conferred 

with Eminent Service Award for their contributions towards the 

development of the Library and Information Science sector in 

the country. Present also at this occasion were Vice Chancellor, 

University of Calabar, Prof. James Epoke who was the Chairman 

of the occasion, Honourable Minister of Culture and Tourism, 

Chief Edem Duke, and Prof. (Amb) Okon Edet Uya who gave the 

keynote address.  

          
  L- R Ms. Noram  Amako, Dr. Justina Ogbonna                CRS Commissioner of Education (c)         
, Mr. Nnamdi  Ozomena  Dr. Victoria. Okojie                    (centre) declaring the exhibition open                            
, Registrar/CEO & Mr. Salisu H. Yawale  

 

The opening ceremony was concluded with the cutting of the 

tape and declaration of the exhibition open by the Cross River 

State Commissioner of Education. There were more than forty  

Exhibitors, including LRCN in the conference. LRCN was 

represented at the conference by the Registrar/CEO, Dr Victoria 
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Okojie, Ms Noram Amako (Chief Librarian), Dr. Justina Ogbonna 

(Chief Librarian) and Mr. Salisu Hamza Yawale (Librarian II). 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF LIBRARIANS FORUM 

In continuation of activities to promote Library and Information 

Service in Nigeria, the Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria 

established “Librarians Forum” where issues of common 

interests are discussed among LIS professionals. The maiden 

edition of the Forum held on 7th May 2013 in the Council 

conference centre brought together some top icons in the 

profession and secondary school students who deliberated on 

the topic “Read Campaign”.  

   
 Dignitaries on the high table. R-L: Dr. L. Ikpaahindi,           The Registrar/CEO, Dr. V. Okojie making remarks  
 Dr. V. Okojie, Alh. H. A. Jatto, Dr. J. Daniel &                          at the forum 
 Mrs. Ada Uduku                
 

 
In her opening speech, the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria 

Okojie said that the forum will give Librarians the opportunity 

to share ideas and experiences among themselves. She said it is 

her desire to see Library and Information Science professionals 
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in Nigeria having skills that are comparable to the best practices 

around the world. The Registrar called on the Library and 

Information Science experts at the event to develop 

collaborative strategies that can be adopted to promote 

reading campaign activities in Nigeria. The moderator at the 

occasion and former CEO of National Library of Nigeria, Dr. Linus 

Ikpaahindi expressed gratitude to the organizers for the 

opportunity given him to moderate the forum. 

                      
Dr. Malore Brown of US Embassy speaking at the                Master Muhammad Naziru making presentation 
forum 
 
Speakers at the first edition of the forum include: The 

Director/CEO, National Library of Nigeria, Alhaji Habib Abba 

Jatto, Dr. Malore Brown, the Information Resource Officer at the 

U.S. Embassy in Nigeria, Read Campaign Unit Desk Officer at the 

Federal Ministry of Education (FME), Mrs. Adanta N. Alice, Mrs. 

Irene Mbanefo, the Co-ordinator (North-West) Reading 

Association of Nigeria (RAN) and Muhammad Naziru, Acting Head 

Boy of Federal Government Boys College, Garki, Abuja.  
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   Alh. Habib A. Jato, one of the guest speakers at the    A participant making contribution at the the occasion 
   forum                                              

                          

Mr. Dele Omotoso, Director, Professional Services     A group photograph with students of FGBC Garki Abuja                                 
Department giving vote of thanks   

 
2nd LIBRARIANS FORUM  

The second edition of Librarians Forum was held on 23rd 

October, 2013 to discuss how libraries can optimize the use of 

social media to improve the quality of service delivery. The 

theme of this edition is “application of social media in libraries” 

Over a hundred librarians, students and stakeholders from the 

presidency; Office of the Head of Service of the Federation 

(OHS), Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), Central 

Bank of Nigeria (CBN), US Mission in Nigeria, Nigerian 
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Communication Commission (NCC), Copyright Commission, 

National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA), 

Nigerian Library Association (NLA), National Library of Nigeria 

(NLN), University libraries, etc were in attendance. Dr. James 

Daniel of national Mathematical Centre was the moderato while 

the lead discussant was Mr. Joseph Adah of US Mission, Nigeria. 

Mr. Adetoye Oparinde of Nigerian Communications Commission 

spoke on legal issues of social media and Mr. Fatosa Oladimeji of 

University of Abuja discussed expectations of students in 

libraries.   

 
MONITORING AND EVALUATION      

The Council has embarked on an assessment of the current 

state of School Libraries in Nigeria using Abuja as pilot study.  

The pilot study of six (6) secondary schools in Abuja had been 

conducted and the report written. The secondary schools used 

in the study include Government secondary school, Wuse II. This 

is with a view to identifying the gaps in the system and 

developing needs-based intervention strategies that will 

transform the libraries into modern learning centres.  The 

transformation is expected to ensure quality and standards in 

library and information service delivery. 
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HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES WORKSHOP 

The training workshop on Project and Programme Management 

organized by Febi International Consult, Kaduna was attended 

by ICT Unit staff. Topics discussed at the workshop include: 

effective and office management, revolutionary and 

evolutionary technology, organizational concept for project 

team requisite, project selection, monitoring, evaluation and 

reporting techniques. Messrs Omoniyi Omotola, Programmer II, 

Jephthah Daure, Programmer II, Lawal Lukuman Admin Officer II, 

and Shuaibu Husseini, Admin Officer II, attended the workshop 

                          
        Extreme left and right Jephthan Daure and Omoniyi Omotola 

 

WORKSHOP ON LEGAL WRITING SKILLS 

LRCN participated in the workshop on Legal Writing skills held at 

National Institute for Advance and Legal Studies, Lagos. The 

training was to assist the Legal officer to effectively draft 
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letters, agreements, legal opinion, etc. Mrs. Franca Aideloje, 

Legal Officer I, attend the workshop 

 

IN-HOUSE TRAINING ON DATA CREATION USING CDS/ISIS 

SOFTWARE 

Members of staff of the Professional Services Department (PSD) 

ware trained on how to create databases using CDS/ISIS, 

software produced by UNESCO by the Director, PSD on 9th 

October, 2013. During the training, participants were taught on 

field definition, data entry worksheet, display format and field 

select table. This in-house training is part of the strategy 

developed by LRCN to provide support for automation of 

school libraries in Nigeria. 

 

IN-HOUSE TRAINING IN ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS 

The Admin Department organized in-house training in 

administrative and organizational skills and performance 

productivity between July and August 2013.  Papers were 

presented on topics such as: Motivation as tool for enhancing 

staff performance, discipline and integrity management in an 

organization, Gender issues in public sector planning, target 

setting as performance indicator, etc. Twenty five (25) staff of 

the Administration Department participated in the training. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS 
 

LETTER TO EMPLOYERS OF LABOUR 

Based on the mandate of the Council to ensure quality and 

standards in library and information service delivery, a Letter of 

notice to all Employers of Labour was published in two national 

papers during the year, advising all institutions to employ only 

librarians certified by the Council; ensure all heads of library  are 

certified librarians; support librarians to attend MCPD and 

certified librarians to renew their practicing license. In addition 

to newspaper publication, copies of the letter were forwarded 

to intuitions in the Federal, States, Local Government and 

Private sectors in the country. 

LRCN BULLETIN AND LRCN NEWSLETTER 

LRCN Bulletin is a monthly publication of the Council designed 

to communicate the activities of the Council to the members of 

staff and other LIS stakeholders. Bulletin covers activities such as 

LRCN Programs and Projects, Training, workshop, conferences, 

departmental briefing, Local and international 

activities/meetings, staff social activities, etc. The Council has 

produced all the monthly editions for the year 2013. LRCN 

Newsletter is a bi-annual publication of the Council. Unlike the 

bulletin, the Newsletter is intended for wider coverage.  In 

addition to information contained in bulletin, the Newsletter 

covers other activities such as reports, notes, short 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


39 
 

communication, etc. that is intended to foster development in 

the LIS sector in Nigeria. Two editions had been published this 

year. 

 

LRCN ONLINE FORUM 

The LRCN Online Forum was designed to facilitate the sharing 

and communication of ideas and information among 

professional librarians in the country. Over 1,600l certified 

librarians with valid e-mail addresses had subscribed to the 

forum. 

TELEPHONE AND E-MAILS 

The Council receives and responds to e-mails, telephone calls 

and SMS from stakeholders on daily basis.  Acknowledgment 

letters of applications are made through e-mail for real time 

response. SMS are also deployed for alert services especially in 

capacity building workshops. Stakeholders’ inquiries are also 

met with the above media. 

LRCN WEBSITE CONTENT UP-DATING  

All the activities of the Council’s programmes were uploaded 

unto the LRCN website and necessary editing carried out to 

reflect the activities of the Council. In order for the Council to 

attract more stakeholders to the website, a page was created 
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for “Grants and Vacancies” where advert related to LIS 

profession made available. 

FACEBOOK 

The Council launched its official Facebook platform during the 

year. The Facebook is intended to enhance communication with 

stakeholders and the general public. 

LRCN PUBLICATIONS 

In the effort towards standardization of the practice of the 

profession, LRCN released the following publications which 

were presented at the fourth (4th) induction and unveiled by 

the Honourable Minister of Education. 

Ø Librarians Code of Ethics 

Ø  School Library Manual 

Ø List of Certified Librarians in Nigeria, 2013  

Ø Statistical Digest of Libraries and Librarians in Nigeria 

                             
Hon Minister presenting LRCN Publications                               Presentation of LRCN Publications to the public 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION  

COURTESY VISIT 

The Chairman and other members of the National Assembly 

House Committee on Education paid a visit to the Librarians’ 

Registration Council of Nigerian (LRCN) on 18th June, 2013 in 

continuation of its  familiarization visit to Parastatals, Agencies 

and Departments under the Federal Ministry of Education.  

      
 On arrival, Hon. Aminu Sulaiman, Chairman                     Hon. Aminu Suleiman making remarks 
  House Committee on Education introducing   
   Hon. Jerry Alagbaoso to Dr. Okojie 
 

In her welcome address the Registrar/CEO congratulated 

Honourable Aminu Suleiman on his new appointment as the 

Chairman House Committee on Education and look forward to a 

cordial working relationship. She highlighted some of the 

achievements of the Council which include: 

v Registration and induction of librarians 

v Capacity building for librarians 

v Curriculum development and accreditation  

v Development of standards and regulatory instruments 

v LRCN publications 
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v Librarians Forum 

v Development of school libraries 

v Monitoring and evaluation  of school libraries in Nigeria 

v Communication with stakeholders through the LRCN 

website, online forum, newsletter, bulletin, national 

newspapers, SMS, TV, Radio etc. 

Dr. Victoria Okojie enumerated the challenges facing the Council 

which include: inadequate funding and lack of permanent site. 

    
   Dr. Okojie making remarks during the visit          Hon. Jerry Alagbaoso making remarks during the 
                                                                                       visit 
 

She strongly appealed to the Committee to intervene in the 

budgetary provision to the Council to enable it bring about the 

needed changes to transform the Sector. The need for 

Presidential Libraries Act was also highlighted by the Registrar 

considering the level of development in Nigeria. She stated that 

the Country is ripe to enact a Presidential Libraries Act like 

other Countries like United States of America and other 

developed economies. When enacted, the Act will make it 
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mandatory for every President to have a Presidential Library on 

expiration of his tenure of office. She concluded by saying that 

the Council has great ideas, passion and zeal to work but needs 

the resources to bring about the desired changes. 

 
The Leader of the delegation and the Chairman House 

Committee on Education, Honourable Aminu Suleiman stated 

that he was overwhelmed by the warm reception accorded  

them by the Council and congratulated the Registrar/CEO  for 

the achievements recorded by LRCN within the short period of 

inception. The Chairman said he was happy to know that what 

the LRCN is doing is attracting global attention and emphasized 

that the Registrar needs to be encouraged for the Country to 

benefit from her capacity. He went further to state that brains 

like Dr. Victoria Okojie need to be encouraged. On the need for 

Presidential Libraries Act, he promised to look into the issue and 

will also discuss with the Registrar/CEO on the way forward.  On 

the challenges facing LRCN, he said he has taken mental note of 

them. 

     
 Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. V. Okojie displaying         Registrar/CEO, Dr. V. Okojie presenting     
 LRCN publications                     LRCN publications to Hon. Aminu Suleiman 
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OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS OF HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 

The House of Representatives Committee on Education led by 

the Chairman, Alh. Aminu Suleiman paid an oversight visit to 

LRCN on the 30th September, 2013. 

 

In her welcome address, Dr Victoria Okojie, the Registrar/CEO, 

Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) called on the 

Lawmakers to build libraries for the electorate as part of their 

constituency projects. This, according to her, became necessary 

considering the urgent need to improve the reading habits of 

Nigerians.   

 

   
 LRCN Registrar/CEO, Dr. V. Okojie delivering           Chairman, House  Committee on Educ,, Hon  
 Welcome Address to visiting House Committee   Suleiman, making his speech during the visit 
on Education                                
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  A Cross section of visiting House Committee members with some LRCN Personnel at back row  
 during the visit                      

 

Dr. Okojie also urged the Legislators to support the bid for the 

enactment of the Presidential Libraries Act. She said countries 

like the United States of America and other developed 

economies have it in place. “When enacted, the Act will make it 

a law for every President to have a Presidential Library on 

expiration of his tenure of office.”  

The Registrar equally enumerated some of the problems of the 

Council which include inadequate funding and lack of corporate 

headquarters and zonal offices. She then appealed for 

improved budgetary provisions to the Council to enable it bring 

about needed changes to transform the library sector. 

Responding, Chairman of the Committee, Honourable Aminu 

Suleiman, pledged to find ways to support the Council and 

indicated members’ interest in participating in all LRCN 

workshops and conferences.  
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Challenges 

• Inadequate funding 

• Obtaining full support of all stakeholders in the profession 

especially in attendance of conferences 

• Lack of corporate office complex for the headquarters and 

zonal offices. 

 

MANAGEMENT PSD RETREAT 

The Professional Services Department (PSD) held a two day 

retreat from Tuesday 26th – Wednesday 27th November, 2013. 

The objective of the retreat was to draw up a road map of 

strategies for the Council’s 2014 fiscal year. Registrar/CEO, LRCN, 

Dr. Victoria Okojie chaired the retreat. A number of issues were 

raised and deliberated upon by the PSD Management team. At 

the end of the retreat, 2014 strategic plan was developed for 

the Council. 

     
Senior Management staff at the Retreat       Senior Management staff at the Retreat 
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PRESENTATION OF AWARDS  

 
In recognition of the Registrar/CEO’s unique and distinct 

contributions to humanity, repositioning of LRCN, displaying an 

uncommon leadership qualities, quality assurance service 

delivery through capacity building of librarians in Nigeria, 

aggressive promotion of women empowerment, gender 

balance and initiation of projects that have direct or indirect 

effect on the larger society, three non-governmental 

organizations on the 17th January 2013 bestowed on her the 

following awards: 

Ø Nigerian Woman of Distinction and Administration Award 

by the Nigerian Royalty Award presented by the National 

Coordinator Mr. Omoba Kenneth Aigbegbele 

Ø Distinguished Leadership Award of Excellence by the Inter-

Community Students Union  presented by the President, 

Comrade James Uneze 

Ø Icon of Education for 2012 Award by Nigerian Youth 

Initiative for Transparency, Good Governance, Peace and 

social Orientation  presented by the National President,  

Mr. Akan Barnabas Ojie. 
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The Registrar/CEO receiving the Nigerian  of           The Registrar/CEO receiving the Leadership 
Women Distinguished Admininisrerative                 Award of Excellence 
Award 
 

   
The Registrar/CEI receiving the icon of education      Group photograph  of LRCN management & the NGO        
For 2012 award           officials 

 

The ceremony took place in the office of the Registrar/CEO with 

the Director Professional Services and other management staff 

present.  In her acceptance speech, the Registrar/CEO, Dr. 

Victoria Okojie thanked the Organizations for recognizing her 

efforts in contributing to development in the Education Sector. 

She briefed members of the groups on the Mandate, Vision and 

also the achievements of the Council since inception. The future 

plans of the Council were also highlighted and she promised 

that the Council will inject into the system skilled, well 
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equipped and qualified librarians that will offer world class 

services in the various sectors of the economy. 

In his vote of thanks, the Director Professional Services 

Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso thanked the groups for 

recognizing the outstanding performance of the Registrar/CEO 

and also stated that the honour is not only to the Registrar/CEO 

but to the entire staff of the Council. 

LRCN BIDS SABBATICAL STAFF FAREWELL 

In recognition of their contributions toward achieving LRCN 

mandate, the council on 11th January, 2013 held a send forth 

ceremony at LRCN Conference room for two sabbatical staff 

who served with the Council for a period of one year. The staff 

were: Dr. James Daniel from National Mathematical Centre Abuja 

and Alhaji Sani Abdulraham from National Universities 

Commission (NUC). 

      

 

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie making opening remarks 
at the occasion 

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie presenting 
gift to Dr. Daniel James 
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The Registrar/CEO Dr. Victoria Okojie in her opening remarks 

stated that the Sabbatical Staff who are great achievers in LIS 

sector are very important personalities to her and the council.    

The Director, Professional Services Department (PSD), Mr. Dele 

Omotoso said that their contributions in LRCN cannot be 

quantified especially in the areas of Continuous Development 

Programmes, developing themes and sub-themes for national 

workshops, Production of Statistical Digest and Minimum 

Standards for School Libraries. In their encomiums, LRCN staff 

showered praises and applauded the two library science 

professional giants for their wonderful contributions towards 

the growth of LRCN.  They are acclaimed men of great honour 

whose wealth of knowledge have positively impacted on the 

lives of younger professionals.  

The Registrar/CEO presented gifts to the duo on behalf of LRCN 

while the Professional Services Department presented them 

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie presenting gift 
to Alh. Sani Abdulraheem 

Group photograph of LRCN Management & staff with the 
Sabbatical staff 
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with appreciation gifts too. The honourees responded and 

expressed their appreciation to the Management and entire 

staff of LRCN. Prayers were later offered for the honourees. 

 
LRCN CELEBRATES CEO’s BIRTHDAY 

The Management and the entire staff of LRCN celebrated the 

birthday of the Registrar/CEO at the Council’s Boardroom on the 

28th November, 2013.  The celebration which came as a surprise 

to the LRCN Boss started with a birthday song, special accolades 

from selected members of staff, presentation of birthday cards 

by the various departments, photographs, cutting of the 

birthday cake and a toast for good health and long life.  

        

 
  The Celebrant Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. V. Okojie       A group photograph with members of staff 

The Registrar/CEO, use the moment to thank the staff and also 

call on them to continue to maintain cordial working 

relationship and also work harder to enable the Council carry-

out its mandate successfully. 
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